
We    need
a sugar tax 

NOW!



• It’s a TINY part of the picture

• It’s another flawed policy, just wait for the U turn

• The sugar industry can challenge its legality, and 
they’ll probably win

• There isn’t yet widespread public support

• The industry is better at arguing than we are

• While we’re waiting, WE will relax, and lose the 
fire and momentum we really need to tackle obesity
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What do the public currently care about?
Version 1
Too left wing for current regime

Do the right thing for the right 
reasons (bit pie in the sky!)

Version 2 (under development)

The right wing version

Public Enemy #1

Fat people like this will 
destroy our wealth

Unless we do something now, the obese will 
increase taxation, lower your house price and 

increase immigration 

Do the right thing for the wrong 
reasons (cheap!)



Why 
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If Why not?
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The problem with US

• We’re human

• We’re put off by complexity

• We like to be in our comfort zone

• We like to talk about things

• We like to get really good evidence

• We are uncomfortable with conflict



The problem with US

• The promise of a sugar tax will give us 
a bit more time in the comfort zone

• Obesity needs us to be in a war zone



We DO
need

• A really good, comprehensive obesity and healthy weight 
strategy

• People like us to be fired up and motivated to make a huge 
difference

• A simplification of the complexity
• The public to understand and support the tackling of 

obesity
• Ourselves to be skilled in tackling industry apologists
• ….. And a sugar tax EVENTUALLY!


